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For            Immediate Release Contact: Betsy Hart            September 17, 2008 (202) 226-8555 

HERSETH            SANDLIN ANNOUNCES $620,464 IN LOW INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE FUNDING FOR            SOUTH DAKOTA

            September 17, 2008, Washington, DC- Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced that South Dakota will receive an additional            $620,264 in Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding            from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration            for Children and Families. With LIHEAP funds from the federal government,            states and tribes provide grants to eligible low income households to            help them meet their immediate home energy needs.           “With winter heating bills right around the corner, providing assistance            to low income families so they can heat their homes is a moral issue,”            Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.           In 2008, South Dakota has received roughly $16 million in LIHEAP funds.            Low income households can use this assistance towards payment on a household's            energy bill along with a range of other energy-related services such            as weatherization improvements, utility equipment repair and replacement            and budgeting counseling.

            ###

Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Natural Resources. In the 110th Congress, Rep. Herseth Sandlin            was one of only 15 members appointed to serve on the Select Committee            on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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